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Part-1 
Introduce Yourself to the Team

Welcome! We like to consider ourselves a team in which everyone supports everyone and we only succeed if we all succeed. Please go to the Somers Science Research website and join the forums (www.SomersScienceResearch.com/forums). Create a post in the “New Student Introductions” forum where you address the following: Name, Grade, Hobbies/Sports/Clubs, What are your scientific interests (topics, subjects, etc), and anything else about you that makes you unique. This will allow everyone an opportunity to get to know each other before the new school year begins. This needs to be completed by July 1st. You should also go on and comment on at least 3 other people’s threads. This should be completed by August 1st. 
Part-2 
Finding a Topic of Interest

Finding a topic of interest is the first task in Science Research.  Reading articles from newspapers, popular magazines, scientific journals, or on-line sources can help you identify a topic.  A list of on-line resources is attached to this sheet.
1. Locate, read and highlight (using a highlighter) four (4) articles from popular magazines, newspapers, books, or the internet.  The articles should be of interest to you. For each article you read, complete a “Summary of Popular Journal Article” (Report #4 General Article.) Staple Report #4 and the typed answers to the questions to the front of the highlighted article. This will be brought with you to your first bi-weekly meeting during the second week of school. You must also post your report #4 to the forums on the website. This should be done by August 15th. (www.SomersScienceResearch.com/forums)
2. Locate, read and highlight (using a highlighter) one (1) article from a scientific journal. Complete a “Summary of Popular Journal Article” (Report #4 Journal Article) for the article and staple Report #4, and the typed answers to the questions, to the front of the highlighted article. This will be brought with you to your first bi-weekly meeting during the second week of school. You must also post your report #4 to the forums on the website (www.SomersScienceResearch.com/forums). This should be done by August 15th. 
3. Comment on at least 3 other people’s posts. Your comment must be insightful and thoughtful, not simply “nice article, bro!”. This should be done by August 15th. 
Part-3   Finding a Mentor
After you have identified a topic of interest you will need to locate a mentor to help you.  A mentor is an expert in the field who can help you design an experiment, provide a place to collect your data and help you with the data analysis.  The sooner you find a mentor to work with, the sooner you can begin the research process. 

Mentors can be found in many different ways but they all involve you asking someone for help with your research.

Sources of mentors-
1) Family or family friends who are doing research
2) School-mates whose parents are researchers

3) Researchers working at Private Companies or Colleges
4) Researchers found in Scientific Journals
5) Other

To begin your mentor search, you are to choose one or more of the above sources of mentors and contact at least one perspective mentor by e-mail, phone of in person. Finding a mentor is one of the most difficult aspects of this course. It is important that you start this process early!
Complete a “Mentor Contact Sheet” for each mentor that you contact this summer. These can be found on the website at www.SomersScienceResearch.com/portfolio-forms. You will bring the Mentor Contact Sheet with you to your first bi-weekly meeting during the second week of school. 
